
Leaving Certificate Art 

•  Irish Section – Answer One Essay 
Question 

•  Newgrange, Metalwork, Crosses etc. 
•  European Section – Answer One Essay 

Question 
•  Romanesque, Gothic, Impressionism etc. 
•  General Appreciation – Answer One 

Essay Question  
•  Gallery Visit Question, Design etc. 



Impressionism 



Impressionism the Name 

•  One of the painting by Claude Monet 
was named Impression: Sunrise. This 
gave the movement that followed the 
famous name. A journalist described 
the work as an impression of nature 
nothing else 





Developments  



PAINT 
Development 1 



Before the Paint Tube 

•  Oil painting is the process of painting 
with pigments that are bound with a 
medium of drying oil— especially in early 
modern Europe, linseed oil  



Winsor Newton 

•  1842 Winsor 
Newton 
invented the 
collapsible 
tube 



1840s 

•  This made it easier for 
Artists to paint outside. 
They tried to capture 
the light and weather 
that effects the scene 



MOTION PHOTOGRAPHY 
Development 2 



1850 

•  Photography developed 
a decade earlier had 
advanced. Motion 
Photography captured 
items moving.  

•  This made artists rethink 
the composition of a 
painting.  







Why were the Impressionists 
different? 



Painting Real Life 
•  Gustave Courbet and 

other painters began 
painting Realistic 
scenes. (Realism).  

•  Art academies did not 
like this. They preferred 
historical, religious and 
mythological subjects. 



Visible Brushstrokes  

•  Edouard Manet purposely made his 
brushstrokes visible. This approach 
made him the founder of Modern Art. 





Who influenced the 
Impressionists? 



John Constable  

•  English artist who 
painted landscape 
scenes which 
were a direct 
study of nature. 



Japanese Prints 

•  Artists were 
impressed by the 
Japanese Prints. 
There simplicity and 
unmodelled figures 
influence the 
Impresssionists. 
They liked the lack of 
perspective and the 
flat areas of colour 



The Barbizon School 
•  The 

Impressionists 
were heavily 
influenced by 
The Barbizon 
School. This was 
a school of 
French 
Landscape 
Painting 



The Salon Exhibition 

•  The Salon 
Exhibition was a 
great exhibition 
that took place 
every year. Artists 
who wished for 
success had to be 
seen regularly at 
these exhibitions 



Late 1860s 

•  French 
Impressionists 
regularly met in 
cafes in Paris to 
discuss Ideas and 
Techniques 







The Water Lily Pond 



Questions 

Higher Level 
Give an account of the artistic aims of the 

impressionists and discuss how they were 
applied to any impressionist painting of 
your choice. Include sketches in your 
answer. 



•  Higher Level Marking Scheme: 
•  Aims of Impressionists: 15 Marks 
•  Discussion of the aims in relation to the 

painting: 15 Marks 
•  Analysis of the painting: 10 Marks 
•  Sketches: 10 Marks 
•  (overall painting, close-up sections to 

support your answer)      



•  Ordinary Level 
•  Describe the aims of the Impressionists 

and analyse one impressionist painting 
•  Marking scheme: 
•  Description: 20 Marks 
•  Analysis of one impressionist painting: 20 

Marks 
•  Sketches: 10 Marks 


